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1. The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) is responsible for 

reviewing and setting principal local government boundaries. 
 

2. A review of the ward boundaries of West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) is underway.  
An initial consultation is open from 30 August 2022 to 7 November 2022.  All parish 
councils are invited to respond. 
 

3. The details of the boundary review, including interactive maps are available at 
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/east-midlands/northamptonshire/west-
northamptonshire. 
 

4. The purpose of the review is to reduce the number of councillors at WNC from 93 to 77, 
and to create 77 roughly equal areas based on a forecast of the number of electors in 
each area in 2028. 
 

5. Helmdon is currently in the Silverstone ward, which has 3 WNC councillors (Cllrs 
Bambridge, Eastwood, and Manners).  The forecast electorate is 10,432. 
 

6. The total forecast electorate for West Northamptonshire is 325,511, so each councillor 
would ideally represent (325,511 / 77) = 4,227 electors. 
 

7. Therefore, if the boundaries of the Silverstone ward did not change, it should be 
allocated (10,432 / 4,227) = 2.5 councillors. 
 

8. There are several possibilities, including: 
 
a. The boundaries of the Silverstone ward could be brought in, to reduce the electorate 

to around 8,500, and allocate 2 councillors. 
 

b. The boundaries of the Silverstone ward could be expanded, to increase the 
electorate to around 12,700, and allocate 3 councillors. 
 

c. The Silverstone ward could be split up, and a new ward created which covers 
Helmdon and has 4,227 electors and allocate 1 councillor. 
 

9. The following questions arise: 
 
a. Is a 1, 2, or 3-councillor ward preferred? 

 
b. If a 2-councillor ward is preferred, which bit(s) of the current Silverstone ward should 

be taken off? 
 

c. If a 3-councillor ward is preferred, which bit(s) should be added to the current 
Silverstone ward? 
 

d. Is Helmdon Parish Council minded to make any comments on any other areas of 
West Northamptonshire? 

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/east-midlands/northamptonshire/west-northamptonshire
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/east-midlands/northamptonshire/west-northamptonshire


10. After the initial consultation closes, LGBCE will draw up a proposal which will be subject 
to a second round of consultation from 7 February 2023 to 17 April 2023.  The final 
recommendations will be published on 25 July 2023 and an order laid in parliament to 
give effect to the recommendations.  The new ward arrangements will apply from May 
2025. 
 

11. Parish councils are advised to respond to the initial consultation, even if it is simply to 
say that the current ward should not change.  In other words, parish councils should not 
assume that a no response will result in status quo. 
 

12. Note that this boundary review does not affect the parish boundary. 
 
 
 
 
- ends - 


